Agency # 122.00

RULES

DRAFT VI

ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED § 17-27-101 et seq

I. General Information
Section 1.1 ENABLING LEGISLATION
The rules are adopted pursuant to Arkansas Code Annotated § 17-27-101-313 et seq.

Preface

The Arkansas Board of Examiners in Counseling interprets the intent of the Legislature, which
passed as Arkansas Code Annotated 817-27-101 -10 4 et seq (an Act to amend Arkansas Act 593) to
provide for the licensure and regulation of Marriage and Family Therapists,-now numbered Act 244 of
1997) and the Governor, who signed it into law, to be for the protection of the public welfare and in the
public interest.

Therefore, the Board of Examiners in Counseling shall in all its deliberations and all its adopted
rules and regulations diligently pursue goals most consistent with the public interest and shall, at all times,
apply the provisions of Arkansas Code Annotated § 17-27-101, et seq. and the rules and regulations adopted
from time to time in a fair and impartial manner.

Section 1.2 DESCRIPTION OF ORGANIZATION

The Arkansas Board of Examiners.in'‘Counseling is composed of nine (9) members appointed by the
Governor to staggered terms of three years. The composition of the Board shall include six (6) licensed or
licensable counselors (three practicing counselors and three counselor educators or supervisors, one of
which shall also be a licensed marriage and family therapist, if available), and one (1) non-licensed
individual who represents the general public. The seven are recommended to the governor by November 1
each year by the Executive Committee of the Arkansas Counseling Association (ArCA) or the Executive
Committee of the Arkansas Mental Health Counseling Association (ArMHCA). One (1) licensed marriage
and family therapist'shall be recommended to the governor by the Board of Directors of the Arkansas
Associationfor Marriage and Family Therapists (ArAMFT). One (1) non-licensed member shall represent
the over sixty populations and is selected by the governor from the general population. Section (c)(1)(e)(1)

The-appointed replacement shall be eligible for reappointment to a full three year term upon completion of
the partial-term appointment created by the vacancy. Section (c) (1)(e) (1) (9)

Board members shall be ineligible for reappointment for a period of three (3) years following completion of
each full, three (3) year term.
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INFORMATION FOR PUBLIC GUIDANCE

Records of the Board shall be kept, maintained, and made available for inspection in accordance
with the Arkansas Freedom of Information Act (Arkansas Code Annotated § 25-19-101 et seq).

In accordance with Arkansas Code Annotated §25-19-101 et seq, examination and copying of public
records, client records “such as state income tax returns, medical records, scholastic records, adoption
records, and other similar records which by law are required to be closed to the public shall not be‘deemed
to be made open to the public.”

Individual files, not required to be kept for historical purposes (Act 918 of 2005- An Act Concerning the
Retention of Public Records by State Agencies), will be destroyed after five years. Examples are:
incomplete application files, non renewed licensee files, and files of deceased persons. If any form of
disciplinary action was recorded for any licensee or applicant, the files will be kept permanently and never
destroyed. If persons who no longer hold a license or failed to be granted a license have a file in the “DO
NOT DESTROY” files and apply for a license, the old file will be combined with the new application for
Board review.

Information for public guidance will follow Arkansas Code Annotated. § 25-19-108 of the Arkansas
Freedom of Information Act for public distribution.

The Board will periodically release names of new licensees and the names of those licensees whose licenses
have been suspended or revoked, and those who are appealing a‘suspension or a revocation, to the Arkansas
Counseling Association, to the Arkansas Association of Marriage and Family Therapy, and the Arkansas
Mental Health Counselors Association for publication in their newsletters.

A periodic press release may be issued to state-wide newspapers listing licenses issued, suspended, and
revoked. If the suspension or revocation is under appeal it will be so noted.

Final decisions arrived at through administrative hearings will be available to requesters [including third
party payers]. These decisions will be available through the Board’s web site or by written request from the
Board office.

Section 1.3 PURPOSE OF ORGANIZATION

Law charges the'Board with the responsibility for the regulation of the titles and the practices of
Counseling and Marriage and Family Therapy and Specialization Licenses related to Counseling and
Marriage and Family Therapy in the State of Arkansas. This includes examining the qualifications of the
applicants.and approving each for licensing, as well as revoking, suspending, and renewing licenses.

Persons engaged in practices/activities of Counseling or Marriage and Family Therapy in Arkansas
must hold an Arkansas license for whatever method the services are offered, rendered or delivered. These
regulations apply to all traditional approaches and to all electronic approaches to Counseling/Therapy
offered to the citizens of Arkansas.
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In order to protect the citizens of Arkansas, obtaining a license as a Counselor/Psychotherapist or
Marriage and Family Therapist is a prerequisite to offering, rendering or delivering counseling services in
Arkansas or to clients located in Arkansas. This applies to traditional face to face counseling as well as to
electronic counseling.

If the client is physically located in Arkansas, the Counselor/psychotherapist or Marriage and
Family Therapist must hold an Arkansas license regardless of the whether he or she is located in-state.or out
of state.

If the Counselor/Psychotherapist or Marriage and Family Therapist are physically located in
Arkansas, he or she must have Arkansas license to provide counseling/psychotherapy or marriage and
family therapy services to persons located in another state. The laws of the second state-may require the
counselor to also be licensed in that state.

Section 1.4 ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD

The Board will meet to organize within 30 days following January 2 of each year. The Board shall
elect a chair and a secretary and other such officers, as it deems necessary, from its members to serve for
terms of one year. Five (5) members shall at all times constitute a quorum. Additional meetings may he held
at the discretion of the chair or upon written request of any three (3) members of the Board (Arkansas Code
Annotated817-27-202 et seq).

Section 1.5 MEETINGS

Meetings of the Board, formal or informal, shall be open to the public. Dates, times, and places of
meetings shall be furnished to anyone requesting.the information and made available to the press in
compliance with Arkansas Code Annotated 8 25-19-101 et seq. (Freedom of Information Act).

Under the provisions of the Arkansas Freedom of information Act the Board may go into executive
session for the purpose of giving.oral licensure examinations or to develop examination questions to comply
with Arkansas code annotated 8 26-179-1059 (c) (5) (b). Executive session may be applied in accordance
with Arkansas Code Annotated § 25-19-106 (a) (c) (1) and (5) (A) (B).

Section 1.6 FINANCES

The Board shall'set licensing fees and no part of any fee shall be refundable under any conditions
other than failure/of the'Board to hold examinations at the time originally announced. All fees collected
shall be held in.an‘Arkansas Bank, chosen by the Board, with funds being disbursed in accordance with
current standard state accounting procedures. In addition to fees collected, the Board is empowered to
accept grants from foundations and institutions to carry out its function. The Board may hire such personnel
as-necessary to carry out its activities. The Chairperson, the Executive Director, or another Board member
shall‘be bonded to handle finances of the Board in compliance with state regulations.

All receipts for fees are numbered, in triplicate and dated. Receipt numbers are to be certified by
notarized letter from place of purchase.

Section 1.7 INTENT OF THE ACT
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It is intended that the provisions of Arkansas Code Annotated §17-27-101 et seq be in accordance
and consistent with other licensing laws.

Section 2.1 DEFINITIONS

“Appraisal activities” means selecting, administering, scoring and interpreting instruments designed
to assess an individual’s aptitudes, attitudes, abilities, achievements, personal characteristics and interests,
but shall not include the use of projective techniques for personality assessment unless specifically qualified
to do so under another license. Documentation of all training for appraisal activities and Board approval for
those activities is required for protection of the public. Appraisal Specialization License [Rule Section 3.5
(C)(6)] is required if appraising/evaluating for placement of children or adults in specialprograms, in
schools, institutions, etc. If appraisals are conducted under contracts with public schools or for the Arkansas
Department of Human Services the Appraisal Specialization License must be verified-prior to
reimbursement to schools or individuals.

“Consulting” means interpreting or reporting scientific fact or theory to provide assistance in solving
current or potential problems of individuals, groups, or organizations.

“Counseling/psychotherapy” means assisting individuals or groups, through the counseling
relationship, to develop understanding of personal problems; define goals, and plan action reflecting
interests, abilities, aptitudes, and needs.

“Licensed Associate Counselor” means any person holding himself/herself out to the public by any
title or description of services incorporating the-words Licensed Associate Counselor, who meets the
requirements set forth in Section 3.1 of these rules and regulations, and who offers to render counseling
services to individuals, groups, organizations, corporations, institutions, government agencies, or the general
public for monetary remuneration otherwise implying licensure, training, experience, and/or expertise in
counseling, and who holds a current,valid-license to practice counseling under the supervision of a duly
Licensed Professional Counselor. Nothing in this definition shall be construed to include those professions
excluded by Ark. Code Ann.'§ 17-27-103.

“Licensed Associate Marriage and Family Therapist” means any person who holds himself/herself
out to the public by anytitle or description of services incorporating the words licensed associate marriage
and family therapist, who meets the requirements set forth in Section 3.3 of these rules and regulations;
offers to render marriage and family therapy services to individuals, couples and families, singularly or in
groups for monetary remuneration; or holds a current, valid license to practice marriage and family therapy
services-under the supervision of a licensed marriage and family therapist. Nothing in this definition shall
be-construed to include those professions excluded by Ark. Code Ann. § 17-27-103.

“Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist” means any person who: holds himself/herself out to the
public by any title or description of services incorporating the words licensed marriage and family therapist,
who meets the requirements set forth in Section 3.4 of the rules and regulations; offers to render marriage
and family therapy services to individuals, groups, couples, families, organizations, corporations,
institutions, government agencies, or the general public for monetary remuneration or otherwise implying
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that he or she is licensed, trained, experienced, or an expert in marriage and family therapy; or holds a
current, valid license to practice marriage and family therapy. Nothing in this definition shall be construed
to include those professions excluded by Ark. Code Ann. § 17-27-103.

“Licensed Professional Counselor” shall mean any person holding himself/herself out to the public
by any title or description of services incorporating the words Licensed Professional Counselor, who meets
the requirements set forth in Section 3.2 of the rules and regulations, and who offers to render counseling
services to individuals, groups, organizations, corporations, institutions, government agencies, or to-the
general public for monetary remuneration or who otherwise implies licensure, training, experience, and/or
expertise in counseling and who holds a current valid license to practice counseling/psychotherapy.
Nothing in this definition shall be construed to include those professions excluded by Ark: Code Ann. 8 17-
27-103.

“Major” means anyone who can legally enter into a contractual relationshipas-defined by the laws of
the state of Arkansas (18 years of age).

“Marriage and Family Therapy” means the use of scientific and applied marriage and family
theories, methods and procedures for the purpose of describing, evaluating and modifying marital, family
and individual behavior within the context of marital and family systems, including the context of marital
formation and dissolution. Marriage and family therapy is based on systems theories, marriage and family
development, normal and dysfunctional behavior, human sexuality and psychotherapeutic, marital and
family therapy theories, and techniques in the evaluation,-assessment and treatment of interpersonal or
intrapersonal dysfunction within the context of marriage and family systems. Marriage and family therapy
may also include clinical research into more effective methods for the treatment and prevention of the
above-named conditions. Nothing in this definition or in this chapter shall be construed as precluding
licensed professional counselors or licensed associate counselors from rendering these services.

“Privileged Communication” shall mean any communication between client and counselor given in
confidence and not intended to be disclosed to third persons other than those to whom disclosure is made in
the furtherance of the rendition‘of professional services to the client.

“Referral activities” means the evaluating of data to identify problems and to determine the
advisability of referral to other specialists.

“Relevant Professional” or “Continued Education Experience” means documented training,
workshops, institutes, seminars, etc., primarily counseling in content. The Board must approve professional
and continuing education workshops.

“Research activities” means reporting, designing, conducting, or consulting on research in
counseling with human subjects.

“Statement of Professional Intent” means a typed statement from the applicant , on file with the
Board, describing the scope of practice for use under the requested license, the public with whom the
applicant will work, and the counseling/psychotherapy and appraisal approaches the applicant plans to use
(including techniques and tools).
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1. EXEMPTIONS

Section 2.1 CLERGY

(a) Clergy appointed and/or endorsed to practice pastoral counseling as long as they are operating in
a role within the congregation-or Synagogue or ministry assignment (such as Pastor, Associate
Minister, Staff member; Institutional Chaplain —military, hospital, industrial, etc.) and are serving
members of that assignment are exempt from licensure requirements.

(b) Any minister, clergy or pastoral counselor who has a private practice, offers services to persons
outside membership of their assignment or accepts fees from any source, such as third party
payments, clients, donations, etc., or from people outside their congregations, church, synagogue, or
immediate work (such as chaplaincy) or offers counseling services to the public must be licensed by
this Board. This includes part-time, private practice provided in addition to or beyond the
documented assigned, ministry work as pastor, chaplain, etc.

LI LICENSING QUALIFICATIONS
Section 3.1 LICENSED ASSOCIATE COUNSELOR (LAC)
In order to be eligible as a Licensed Associate Counselor, an applicant:

(a) Must be a major in the state of Arkansas;
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(b) Must have received a graduate degree that is primarily professional counseling in content from a
regionally accredited institution. The graduate semester hours must meet the national academic and
training content standards adopted by the Board and the Council for the Accreditation of Counseling
and Related Educational Programs (CACREP) or equivalent;

(c) Must demonstrate professional competencies by passing written, oral, and situational
examinations as prescribed by the Board,;

(d) Must arrange supervision with a Board-approved LAC supervisor and have the plan/agreement
for the supervision approved by the Board prior to license issue or to seeing clients;

(e) Must have met the criminal background check mandated by Act 1317 0f1997;

(F) Must be a citizen of the U.S. or have an immigration green card to document and verify legal
alien work status in the U.S. The green card must be current and issued by the U.S. Immigration
Bureau.

(9) The intent of the law is for the required three years of supervision as a Licensed Associate
Counselor (LAC) to be training with the intent to become a Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC).
The intent of the law is not for the LAC license to bea permanent license. If the three years of
supervision, defined as Phases I, 11, and I11, are not.completed in six calendar years from the date of
the LAC license issue, the LAC license may not'be renewed unless the individual holding the LAC
license can document extenuating circumstances, acceptable to the Board that would allow the Board
to extend the six years. The typical extension, based on the extenuating circumstances, may be for 12
months; however the extension may not exceed 24 months.

Section 3.2 LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR (LPC)

In order to be eligible as a Licensed Professional Counselor, an applicant:
(a) Must meet the requirements of Section 3.1with the exception of (d); and
(b) Must provide evidence of three years of supervised full-time experience in professional
counseling beyond the Master’s Degree acceptable to the Board. One year of experience may be
gained for each 30-semester hours of graduate work beyond the Master’s level, provided the hours
are clearly counseling in nature and acceptable to the Board. Hours earned may be substituted for no

more.thantwo (2) years of supervised professional experience. The Board of Examiners in
Counseling does not have the power to waive any required period of supervised experience.

Section 3.3 LICENSED ASSOCIATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST (LAMFT)

In order to be eligible as a Licensed Associate Marriage and Family Therapist, an applicant:
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(a) Must be a major in the state of Arkansas;

(b) Must have received a graduate degree in marriage and family therapy or related field from a
regionally accredited institution. The graduate semester hours must meet the national academic and
training content standards adopted by the Board from the Commission on Accreditation for Marriage
and Family Therapy Education (COAMFTE) or the Council for Accreditation Counselor Related
Education Programs (CACREP) or equivalent;

(c) Must demonstrate professional competencies by passing written, oral, and situational
examinations prescribed by the Board;

(d) Must arrange supervision with a Board-approved Licensed Associate Marriage and Family
Therapist supervisor and have the plan/agreement for supervision approved by the Board prior to
license issue an to seeing clients;

(e) Must have met the Criminal Background Check mandated by Act 1317 of 1997,

(F) Must be a citizen of the U.S. or have an immigration green card to document and verify legal
alien work status in the U.S. The green card must be current and issued by the U.S. Immigration
Bureau.

(g) The intent of the law is for the required three years of supervision as a Licensed Associate
Marriage and Family Therapist (LAMFT) to be training with the intent to become a Licensed
Marriage and Family Therapist (LMFET). The intent of the law is not for the LAMFT license to
be a permanent license. If the three years of supervision, defined as Phases I, Il, and Ill, are not
completed in six calendar years from the date of the LAMFT license issue, the LAMFT license
may not be renewed unless the individual holding the LAMFT license can document
extenuating circumstances, acceptable to the Board that would allow the Board to extend the six
years. The typical extension, based on the extenuating circumstances, may be for 12 months;
however, the extension.may not exceed 24 months.

Section 3.4 LICENSED MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST (LMFT)

In order to be eligible.asa Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, an applicant:

(a) Must be-a'major in the state of Arkansas;

(b).Must have received a graduate degree in Marriage and Family Therapy or related field from a
regionally accredited institution. The graduate semester hours must meet the national academic and
training content standards adopted by the Board from the Commission on Accreditation for Marriage
and Family Therapy Education (COAMFTE version 10.1) or the Council for Accreditation of
Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP) 2001 Standards, pages 87-88;

(c) Must demonstrate professional competencies by passing written, oral, and situational
examinations prescribed by the Board;
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(d) Must have met the Criminal Background Check mandated by Act 1317 of 1997;

(e) Must be a citizen of the United States or have a green card to document and verify legal alien
work status in the U.S. The green card must be current and issued by the United States Immigration
Bureau; and

(F) Must provide evidence of three years of supervised full-time experience in marriage and family
therapy beyond the Master’s Degree acceptable to the Board. One year of experience may be gained
for each 30 semester hours of graduate work beyond the Master’s level, provided the hours'are
clearly marriage and family therapy in nature and acceptable to the Board. Hoursearned may be
substituted for no more than two years of supervised professional experience. The Board of
Examiners in Counseling does not have the power to waive any required period of supervised
experience.

Section 3.5 Specialization Areas

(a) The Board shall evaluate areas of specialization. The Board will use the national standards for the
preparation of counselors, prepared by the specific professional association, as a guide in establishing the
standards for counseling; i.e., Rehabilitation Counseling, Pastoral Counseling, Career Counseling, School
Counseling, Clinical Mental Health Counseling/Psychotherapy, Geriatric Counseling, Counseling
Supervision, Drug & Alcohol, Addictions, Appraisal, Art;:-Music, Mediation, Electronic Counseling,
Electronic Supervision or other specified counseling areas. If no national standards are available, the Board
will adopt the highest Arkansas standards available.

(b) Specialization licenses will be granted. to individuals who hold the LPC, LAC, LAMFT, or
LMFT license and are in good standing with the Board. The applicant for the specialization license
who holds certification, registry, or license issued by recognized and Board approved national
associations or credentialing bodieswill submit that documentation. All certifications issued by the
National Board for Certified Counselors (NBCC) or the American Association for Marriage and
Family Therapist will be accepted as evidence of specialization. If no national standards are
available the Board will adopt the highest Arkansas state standards available for the approved
specialization.

(c) Specialization licenses include:
(1) ~Gerontology specialization license with the standard for issue being NBCC certification.
(2) Career specialization license with the standard for issue being criterion set by NBCC.

(3) Art Therapy specialization license with the standard for issue being the American Art
Therapy Association standards.

(4) Pastoral Counseling specialization license standard for issue for Clergy who are licensed
by this Board and who are credentialed as member, fellow, or diplomat by the American
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457 Association of Pastoral Counselors (AAPC) or Association for Clinical Pastoral Education
458 (ACPE).

459

460 (5) Rehabilitation Counselor specialization license standard for issue being for

461 Counselors/Therapist who are licensed by this Board and who are credentialed by the

462 Commission on Rehabilitation Counselor Certification (CRCC).

463

464 (6). Appraisal Specialization license standards for issue being A) or (B) and (C)

465

466 (A) The curriculum and assessment experience standards acceptable for the'School
467 Psychology Specialist Specialization Certification/License issued by-the Arkansas
468 State Department of Education.

469 OR

470 (B) The standards for the School Psychologists from the National Association of
471 School Psychologists (NASP).

472

473 (C) Documentation of a passing score on the School Psychologist

474 Examination (Praxis I1) Code 0400 from Educational Testing

475 Service (ETS) required for (A) or (B).

476

477 (7) Supervision Specialization license standards for issue being:

478

479 (A) Three (3) years experience as a/Licensed Professional Counselor and/or a

480 Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

481

482 (B) Good standing (as LPC and/or LMFT) in Arkansas

483

484 (C) Documentation of.one of the following:

485

486 (). A doctorate, primarily counseling/therapy in content, which included both
487 course work in supervision (specific to the supervision license, LAC or
488 LAMFT) and supervised experience in supervision; or

489

490 (ii) A completed, advanced three (3) hour graduate course in clinical

491 supervision (specific to the supervision license, LAC or LAMFT) which
492 included eighteen (18) hours of supervised experience in supervision arranged
493 as part of the graduate course; or

494

495 (iii) A completed Board approved training (specific to the supervision license,
496 LAC or LAMFT) in supervision of at least forty-five (45) clock hours class
497 instruction and eighteen (18) hours of supervised experience of supervision
498 arranged by the trainers.

499

500 (D) Must submit and have Board approval of:

501
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502 (1) A typed description of his/her theoretical orientation to supervision (specific to the
503 supervision license, LAC or LAMFT), including model of supervision, and

504 techniques of practice;

505

506 (if) A signed code of ethics agreement and a group supervision plan and forms; and
507

508 (ii1) An Oral Examination with the Board

509

510 (8) Mediation Specialization license standard for issue being the Certification Standards

511 established by the Arkansas Commission for Mediation.

512
513
514
515
516
517
518
519
520
521
522
523
524
525
526
527
528
529
530
531
532
533
534
535
536
537
538
539
540
541
542
543
544
545
546
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electronic who may offer or provide counseling/ therapy to Arkansas clients must hold a
valid Arkansas license to provide such services.

(d) Specialization requests not already specified will be reviewed by the Board and standards
established as needed.

(e) Licensed Counselors or Therapists who apply for a specialization license will be issued‘such
license upon completion of the application for a specialization, documentation of a valid national or
required credential (certificate, registry, or license), pass on the oral examination (if required),
payment of the specialization fee, and approval by majority vote of the Board.

Section 3.6 GRADUATE COURSE REQUIREMENTS

(a) The applicant must have received a graduate degree from a regionally accredited institution of
higher education that is primarily professional counseling or therapy in content and document
completion of a minimum of 60 graduate semester hours in course work, counseling/therapy in
content, that meet the academic and training standards established by the Board. The counseling
programs, from which the degree/courses are earned, within the institution, shall meet the standards
for the preparation of counselors by the specific national professional associations related to each
license.

(b) The adopted standards of the national accrediting body, The Council for Accreditation of
Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP) for Licensed Associate Counselor (LAC)
and for Licensed Professional Counselor(LPC). Endorsed and adopted as parallel are the standards
of the following: The Council on Rehabilitation Education (CORE, Standards July 1, 2003), the
United States Department of Education (USDE), and the Council for Higher Education
Accreditation (CHEA).

Other nationally recognized accrediting bodies will be reviewed for Board endorsement as needed.
(c) The adopted standards for Licensed Associate Marriage and Family Therapist (LAMFT) and
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist (LMFT) are the Commission on Accreditation for Marriage
and Family Therapy Education Standards (COMFTE version 10.1) or CACREP Standards — 2001
Edition, pages-87-88, for Marriage and Family Therapy.
Documentation from'the institution issuing the credit may be required in addition to the Core Curriculum
section of the application to verify that all course standards are met if the institution has not previously filed
and gained approval for courses with the Arkansas Board.
(d) (1) Core Curriculum for LAC or LPC includes:
(A) Professional Identity, Pages 60-61 (3 Graduate Hour Minimum)
(B) Social and Cultural Diversity, Page 61 (3 Graduate Hour Minimum)
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593 (C) Human Growth and Development, Pages 61-62 (3 Graduate Hour Minimum)
594

595 (D) Career Development, Page 62 (3 Graduate Hour Minimum)

596

597 (E) Helping Relations, Pages 62-63 (3 Hour Graduate Minimum)

598

599 (F) Group Work, Pages 63-64 (3 Graduate Hour Minimum)

600

601 (G) Assessment, Page 64 (3 Graduate Hour Minimum)

602

603 (H) Research and Program Evaluation, Pages 64-65 (3 Graduate Hour Minimum)
604

605 (I) Practicum and/or Internships, Pages 66-68 (9 Hour Minimum),

606 Effective January 1, 2003

607

608 (e) January 1, 2005, courses (1-3), listed below became mandated core curriculum courses for any
609 application processed for any license issued by the Board. The three courses are in addition to the
610 requirements in (c) and (d) above.

611

612 (1) Psychopathology, including DSM and ICD training (3 Hour Minimum)

613

614 (2) Family and Relationship (3 Hour Minimum)

615

616 (3) Psychopharmacology (3 Hour Minimum)

617

618 Documentation from the institution issuing the credit may be required to clarify the Core Curriculum section
619  of the application to verify that standards are met unless the institution has previously filed courses and has
620 received Board approval for each of the filed courses. approved by the Board.

621

622 (f) International degree(s) relied on in applying for a license of any kind from the Arkansas Board
623 must be submitted with an English translation and certification from a credential evaluation service.
624 These agencies must certify that the international degree is equivalent to a United States graduate
625 degree. All cost for the certification is the responsibility of the applicant. The applicant may contact
626 the Board office for information about approved agencies that provide the services.

627

628 (9) All graduate‘course hours used in the application for any license issued the Arkansas Board must
629 have a “B™grade or above. Grades of “C” or below will not be accepted for licensure purposes.

630

631 (h) (1) Distance/Cyber/Electronic education degrees will be treated the same as onsite education
632 degrees if the degrees are primarily professional counseling or therapy in content and are
633 earned from a regionally accredited institution of higher education and the distance education
634 degree programs are accredited as required.

635

636 (2) Each course within the degree must meet the requirements in CACREP Standards-2001,
637 pages 60-88. Courses must be graduate credit, meet the CACREP standards, and meet the
638 American Counselor Educators and Supervisors (ACES) course guidelines. ACES
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Technology Interest Network 1999, course quality items 1-26, are adopted for distance
learning courses.

(3) Cyber/Distance learning includes cyber/distance (electronic) learning/education. The
definition of distance learning/education acceptable to the Board for licensure purposes is a
formal education process in which instruction occurs when the student and instructor aremnot
located in the same place. Distance learning adds technology to the learning environment by
a variety of means, such as web sites, e-mail, video conferencing, and videotapes. Instruction
may be synchronous or asynchronous. Video tapes may not comprise more than 20% of the
instruction time in any one course.

(i) The responsibility for documenting that each course, content and presentation;.meets the
standards for Board endorsement and acceptance is the responsibility of the.granting institution and
the applicant. The Board review and acceptance/denial of each Cyber/Distance/Electronic course is
mandated prior to the application being processed for any Arkansas license issued by the Board.

() (1) Any institution of higher education that has graduate counselor education and related
graduate programs that is not accredited/certified by CACREP or one of the following that
are adopted by the Board as equivalent to the standards: The Council on Rehabilitation
Education (CORE, 2001 edition), the United States Department of Education, the Council for
Higher Education Accreditation, (CHEA). Institutions accredited by other nationally
recognized accrediting bodies must seek and secure endorsement equivalency to the adopted
standards from the Arkansas Board of Examiners'in Counseling. The endorsement must be
completed prior to applications and course work of graduates from those programs being
processed. The institution seeking.endorsement must submit the following information for
Board review:

(A) Ten (10) graduate catalogs;

(B) A completed Core Curriculum for the 60 hour requirements, effective January 1,
2003 .with the course numbers and titles from the graduate program;

(C) Acopy of each syllabus listed on the Core Curriculum;

(D) A letter from the university verifying that the content of the courses are
equivalent to the CACREP Standards, 2001. The CACREP Course Standards-2001
are the standards used for a transcript to be processed for licensure purposes;

(E) Documentation that the quality of each course meets the Course Quality
Guidelines, 1- 26, of the ACES 1999 Guidelines;

(F) A copy of the distance learning program or traditional program
approval/accreditation from the accrediting/certifying agency that has accredited the
university degree program/programs;

(G) The software used for distance learning platform; and
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(H) Any other materials the university would like to submit to the Board to support
the institution’s endorsement request.

(2) When the information (j) (A-H) is received, reviewed, and approved by the Board, the
administrative office staff may use the information to review current and future transcripts
from graduates of that institution. The institution has the responsibility to keep the syllabi
and other university materials current to expedite any applications received from graduates of
that institution. The institution has the responsibility to ensure that all courses meet the
requirements set forth in the Rules/Regulations.

(3) Unacceptable coursework:

(a) Undergraduate credits will not be accepted toward the academic requirements for
licensure or supervision.

(b) Graduate credits from correspondence study, on-line video courses, satellite,
home study or similar non-residence credits will not be accepted toward the academic
requirements for licensure nor to decrease the.number of required Client Contact
Hours (CCH) for supervision. Such courses may be accepted for continuing education
credits upon Board approval.

(c) Courses described in (3) (b) may be accepted only for continuing education credit.

(d) No course with a grade.of C or below will be accepted for licensure, continuing
education, or supervision substitution purposes.

IV. SUPERVISION
Section 4.1 SUPERVISION CONTENT

(@) Supervision for the Associate Counselor in Arkansas must be provided by a practitioner who is a
Licensed Professional Counselor, holds approved supervisor status from the Arkansas Board. and whose
license is valid (i.e. not suspended due to delinquent renewal or disciplinary action). Supervision hours for
applicants moving intothe state must be approved by the Board. The Standards for Clinical Approved
Supervisor (CAS) by the National Board for Certified Counselors are adopted by the Board as the standards
to ensure the preparation in methods and techniques for practicing counselors who offer clinical supervision
services to Associate Counselors for the protection of the client.

Supervision for the Associate Marriage and Family Therapist in Arkansas must be provided by a
practitioner who is a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, holds approved supervisor status from the
Arkansas Board, and whose license is current. (i.e. not suspended due to delinquent renewal or disciplinary
actions). Supervision hours for applicants moving into the state must be approved by the Board. The
Standards for offer clinical supervision services to Associate Marriage and Family Therapists for the
protection of the client.
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731
732
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764
765
766
767
768
769
770
771 (e) LAC options for Phase IlI

772 A LAC may acquire the required 1000 CCH hours in direct and indirect services with the
773 minimum of 25 hours of supervision in the required ratio of one hour of supervision for each 40
774 hours of CCH.

775

776 OR
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The LAC may choose to take the NCMHCE option:

The National Clinical Mental Health Counseling Examination (NCMHCE) option is available for
the Licensed Associate Counselor (LAC) who petitions for the Licensed Professional Counselor
(LPC) license upon completion of the required supervised Client Contact Hours (CCH) as a
Licensed Associate Counselor (LAC).

(1) The LAC may petition the Board to take the NCMHCE with recommendation of the
contracted supervisor upon the completion of Phase Il. When approved, the applicant may
apply to NBCC and take the NCMHCE. The passing score will be the national cut off score.
A pass score on the NCMHCE will be equated to 500 Client Contact Hours (CCH) and
applied to Phase I1I.

When the passing score on the NCMHCE, all supervised CCH’s are completed and
documented, revised Statement of Intent and LPC license fee are received, the LPC License
may be issued and supervision may cease.

If the LAC/LAMFT has completed the NCMHCE option, has met the supervision and course
requirements for the Arkansas Clinical Mental Health Counselor License, that specialization
license may be issued.

Test dates for the NCMHCE will be the same as the dates established for the NCE and all
examinations will be administered by NBCC. The candidate will send test application and
test fee directly to NBCC.

(F) Group supervision may not exceed half of the total Board specified supervision requirements. A
supervision group is defined as consisting of two (2) to five (5) supervisees with the contracted
supervisor.

(9) The contracted supervisor may not delegate supervision responsibility to any other individual.
The contracted supervisor should have and emergency plan on file if he/she were to be unavailable.

(h) Post-master’s course work may be applied toward supervised experience in accordance with the
rules and regulations governing both Licensed Professional Counselors and Licensed Marriage and
Family Therapists. The Board may accept thirty (30) hours of graduate coursework acceptable to the
Board for Phase 111 and then for Phase Il. The maximum of 60 hours of graduate work may be
substituted for face-to-face supervision. In no case may the Board waive the Phase | (1000 CCH at
the 1:10 ratio) supervision requirements.

Section 4.2  SUPERVISEE REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS

(a) All Licensed Associate Counselors must have a Board-approved supervision plan/agreement
prior to providing any counseling services. The Licensed Associate Counselor must notify the
Board immediately and in writing of any proposed change in supervisors. The Licensed Associate
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Counselor must obtain Board approval of any change in supervisors. Failure to maintain an
approved current supervision agreement will result in license suspension or revocation.

(b) All Licensed Associate Marriage and Family Therapists must have a Board-approved supervision
plan/agreement prior to providing any therapy services. The Licensed Associate Marriage and
Family Therapists must notify the Board immediately and in writing of any proposed change in
supervisors. The Licensed Associate Marriage and Family Therapists must obtain Board approval of
any change in supervisors. Failure to maintain an approved current supervision agreement'will
result in license suspension or revocation.

(c) Counselors or Marriage Family Therapists licensed at the associate level may offer professional
counseling services beginning the date of approval on a valid and current supervision agreement
filed with the Board and be under the supervision of a Board licensed supervisor. Not one client may
be seen prior to that date. No clients may be seen by the associate licensee if the supervision
agreement has expired and a new one has not been Board approved. There.is no grace period for a
supervision agreement that has expired; the associate licensee must cease and desist practice the
expiration date of the agreement. Both supervisee and supervisor are responsible for being cognizant
of the expiration date and for maintaining a current supervision agreement.

(d) The LAC or LAMFT is the responsible party for:

(1) Maintaining a current, valid, and approved supervision contract on file with the Board prior
to providing any counseling services. The primary responsibility is with the LAC or LAMFT,
but is a shared responsibility with the supervisor. Any practice or service rendered by the
supervisee or any supervision by-the.supervisor becomes illegal at 12:01 midnight the
expiration date of the agreement.

(2) Maintaining an accurate Statement of Intent (Scope of Practice) and filing a copy of the
current Board approved-statement with the supervisor of record.

(3) Submission of supervision reports each six (6) months.
(e) Supervisees must carefully avoid multiple relationships with supervisors that interfere with the

supervisory relationship; such as, having the ability to hire or dismiss the supervisee from
employment.

Section 4.3 SUPERVISOR REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS

(@).A Counselor or Therapist, holding a Supervision Specialization License, shall not sign new
supervision plans/agreements if supervisor’s license has not been renewed or if the supervisor is
under investigation. If under investigation, no new contracts may be signed or submitted to the
Board until all reviews, hearings, or disciplinary actions (if any in progress) are completed and
resolved.

(b) Supervisors will be limited to ten (10) active supervision contracts at any given time. Board
approval and directive must be completed prior to expansion of the ten contracts on file with the
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868 Board office. Inactive supervisors will not be counted in the ten, if inactive status is documented for
869 Board approval. Board approval and directive must be completed prior to expansion of the ten

870 contracts on file in the Board office.

871

872 (c) The Board office staff may not approve supervision contract/agreements to exceed ten active
873 supervisees (10) for any one supervisor.

874

875 (d) Supervisors must have a Board approved copy of a supervision plan/agreement dated prior.to
876 providing supervision to a LAC or LAMFT.

877

878 (e) Supervisors must carefully avoid multiple relationships with supervisees that interfere with the
879 supervisory relationship; such as, having the ability to hire or dismiss the supervisee from

880 employment.

881

882 (F) The supervisor and the supervisee are both the responsible parties for maintaining a current Board
883 approved supervision agreement/plan. Any practice or service rendered by the supervisee or any
884 supervision by the supervisor becomes illegal at 12:01 midnight'the expiration date of the

885 agreement.

886

887 Section 4.4 SUPERVISION OF CLIENT CONTACT HOUR REPORT AND

888 SUPERVISION EVALUATION

889

890 (a) Supervision evaluations and Client Contact Hours reports are due every six (6) months

891 regardless of the number of CCH accumulated.

892

893 (b) The LAC or LAMFT is the party responsible for submission of supervision reports and

894 evaluations every six (6) months:

895

896 (c) The maximum of a thirty (30) day grace period is allowed for the Board to receive the reports
897 and evaluations.

898

899 (d) Reports submitted thirty-one to sixty days (31-60) days in arrears will be reviewed by the Board
900 on a case by case basis to determine whether or not the hours will be accepted. The licensee and the
901 supervisor must send written explanation for the late report. The Board will evaluate the stated
902 reasons for the-late reports. The Board may request the Supervisor and Supervisee to meet with the
903 Board for/additional information prior to making a decision concerning the situation.

904

905 (e) Reports submitted sixty-one (61) days in arrears will not be accepted by the Board for the

906 contract period in question. A continual pattern of violation and failure to comply with the law may
907 result in an Administrative Hearing for disciplinary action, suspension or revocation of license.

908

909 (F) The supervisor and the supervisee are both the responsible parties for maintaining a current;

910 Board approved supervision agreement/plan. Any practice or service rendered by the supervisee or
911 any supervision by the supervisor becomes illegal at 12:01 midnight the expiration date of the

912 agreement.

913
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V. APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
Section 5.1 STATEMENT OF INTENT

The Statement of Intent (Scope of Practice) to practice must be machine produced, either by word
processing or typing, signed and dated on each page. The statement must be consistent with the credentials
documented in the application for licensure and include a satisfactory response to all items on the Statement
of Intent (Scope of Practice) form.

Section 5.2 TRANSCRIPTS

(a) Applicants must submit official transcript documentation for Board review.“The Board office
staff will review applicants’ transcripts to ensure:

(1) That all academic coursework for licensure has been completed at institutions of higher
education having accreditation duly recognized by the Board for degree programs and
courses;

(2) That applicants are minimally qualified to sit forthe appropriate written examination (s)
by having completed either the required CACREP or COAMFTE core curriculum courses;
and

(3) That core curriculum courses have been completed prior to admission to written
examination/examinations unless exempt under section 6.2 (d).

(4) That all course grades are B orabove.

(b) If the transcript courses titles are ambiguous or do not adequately convey the pertinent content of
the courses, the Board office staff is'to request documentation of content from the applicant for
clarification purposes.

Section 5.3 PROOF OF SUPERVISION

The applicant will submit a record of post-master’s supervised counseling work experience and/or marriage
and family therapy supervised work related work experience for Board approval. The approved experience
will determine the applicant’s license (Associate or Professional) level.

Section 5.4 REFERENCES

(@) The applicant will submit a minimum of three (3) references. Copies of references sent directly
from other state boards or university placement centers will be accepted by endorsement if no more
than five years old. Two of the three must be from mental health professionals. One may be from
personal choice.
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(b) The Board will not accept evaluations recommendations, and documentation of supervised
experience from persons related either by blood (both lineal and collateral consanguinity) or
marriage (affinity). Current members of the Board may not submit references for the applicants.

(c) If a Board member supervised an applicant in graduate courses, the supervision may be
documented and verified by that Board member. A Board member will not lead the Oral
Examination nor evaluate the application file of a former student.

(d) All forms and instructions included in the application process will be considered
part of the rules and regulations of the Board. The forms may not be altered or changed by
applicants.

Section 5.5 BOARD DECISIONS

An affirmative vote of a majority of those Board members present and voting will be held as evidence that
the applicant:

(a) Has passed the oral examination.
(b) Has to pass a situational examination required because of unresolved questions.

(c) Application is processed for the Associate or the Professional License as determined by the
documented, approved post-master’s wark experience.

(d) Has been denied the license. The applicant will be so notified by certified or signature
confirmation mail. Specific reasons for the denial will be stated.

(e) Has been granted the license based on satisfactory completion of the application process.

Section5.6  APPLICANT STATUS WITH OTHER PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND
BOARDS

Applications from individuals who are under investigation, sanction, probation, disciplinary supervision,
revocation, or rehabilitation by counseling, psychology, social work, or other related Boards or credentialing
bodies will not be considered for an Arkansas license until documentation from the issuing body is received
that the sanctions‘are removed or completed. Applications from individuals who have violations of
Arkansas Code Annotated § 17-27-313 and are pardoned by the Governor are not exempt from the
requirements.of Arkansas Code Annotated §17-27-313.

Section 5.7 DURATION OF APPLICATION

(a) Applications are active for twelve (12) calendar months from the date the application is received
in the Board office.

(b) If the application process is not completed and the license issued in the twelve months, an
applicant may request Board approval for an extension of the twelve month application window. If
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an extension is not requested, or is denied, the application becomes void and the individual must
apply as any new applicant at any future date.

(c) If new requirements have been placed for applicants in the twelve-month window the Board may
require that the new requirements be met within the extension period as part of the application
extension approval.

(d) A second extension period is discouraged and will only be considered by the Board when.very
unusual, extenuating circumstances are documented.

V1. EXAMINATIONS

Section 6.1 GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

(a) An applicant, whose credentials meet the requirements of Ark. Code Ann. 8 17-27-301 through
305, will be scheduled for written and oral examinations by the Board staff. Situational examinations
may be required by the Board if deemed necessary.

(b) The Board administrative staff will compile lists of applicants who have met all requirements for
admission to the NCE, AMFTRB, and/or NCMHCE examination(s). The list will be supplied to the
national test administrators on the deadline date for the designated examination.

(c) Each year the Board will contract for the administration of:

(1) The National Counseling Examinations (NCE) with the National Board for Certifying
Counselors (NBCC).

(2) The National Clinical Mental Health Counseling Examinations (NCMHCE) with NBCC.

(3) The Examinationsin Marital and Family Therapy with the Association of Marital and
Family Therapy. Regulatory Boards (AMFTRB).

(d) National cut-off scores established by the national examination agencies for each examination
date are the minimum scores accepted by the Arkansas Board for an applicant to meet respective
written examination requirements for licensure.

(e) If the Board votes to deny the license, the applicant will be so notified by certified or signature
confirmation mail. Specific reasons for denial will be stated.

(f) License will be granted to applicants who satisfactorily complete the application process and are
approved by a majority vote of the Board.

(g) Examinations may be repeated once.

(h) Failure to pass written, oral, or situational examination(s) in two trials will result in removal of
the applicant’s file from active status. The applicant must wait two years and apply as a new
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applicant meeting any requirements in place the date the new application is received in the Board
office.

(i) Prior to an application being processed when an examination has been failed two times, the Board
requires:

(1) A new application for licensure and examinations may not be made prior to two years
following the date of the second failed examination; and

(2) Documentation of completed additional graduate study in Counseling or Marriage and
Family Therapy or other remedial work that the Board may specify.

Section 6.2 WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS

(a) All applicants for licensure must complete one of the following written examinations.

(1) Counselor applicants must satisfactorily complete the National Counseling Examination
(NCE) unless licensed in another state and required to take the NCMHCE ( Section 9.(i)).

(2) Marriage and Family Therapist applicants must satisfactorily complete the American
Marriage and Family Therapy Regulatory Board (AMFTRB) examination and meet the
national pass score.

(b) The Board will adopt a prepared standardized test covering the specialized knowledge common
to each license. The Board may contract:with test design specialists to prepare and provide materials
for such testing and to revise the examination as deemed necessary. Subtests in specialty skill areas
may be a part of updating. The national pass score determined for each examination by the testing
company is the acceptable score determined by the Board to be the pass level to qualify the applicant
for the oral and situational examinations.

(c) Submission of application documentation and fees for national written examinations occurs in
two (2) steps:

(1) Test.application and associated fees must be made directly to the national examining
organizations for admission to sit for the written examinations. The test applications and fees
for written examinations must comply with the test company’s deadlines.

(2) The licensure application, including transcripts, statements of intent, letters of
recommendation and payment of the licensure application fee, must be received by the Board
office 4 weeks prior to the test application deadline set by the national examining
organization for the applicant’s name to be added to the approved list for test admission.

(d) Persons who are enrolled in the final semester of graduate study in counseling or marriage and
family therapy and have completed the core curriculum courses may be admitted to the written
examination by submitting to the Board, with their application, a letter stating their projected
graduation date from one of the following college or university officials:
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1096

1097 (1) Faculty Internship Coordinator

1098

1099 (2) Master’s Committee Chair

1100

1101 (3) Graduate Coordinator

1102

1103 (4) Department Chair

1104

1105 (5) Registrar

1106

1107 (6) Associate Dean

1108

1109 (7) Dean

1110

1111  Section 6.3 ORAL EXAMINATIONS

1112

1113 (@) All individuals applying for licensure who have not previously had an oral examination with the
1114 Arkansas Board must complete an oral examination prior.to being granted a license. If one is
1115 seeking dual licensure, one must complete two separate and distinct examinations.

1116

1117 Individuals applying for a supervision specialization license must have an oral examination with the
1118 full Board.

1119

1120

1121 (b) Oral Examination - An oral examination will be scheduled for applicants upon receipt by the
1122 Board office staff of a passing score on the written examination, their final official transcripts,
1123 reflecting degree completion, and all other application requirements completed.

1124

1125 (c) The oral examination will include a review of the applicant’s Statement of Intent, questions from
1126 the Board relative to.the profession of counseling/therapy, and questions about credentials submitted
1127 with the application.

1128

1129 (d) If there are unresolved questions, the Board may require an oral examination of any applicant.
1130

1131

1132  Section 6.4 SITUATIONAL EXAMINATIONS

1133

1134 (@) Situational exam - A situational demonstration of counseling or marriage and family therapy
1135 skills may be requested by the Board in the form of a video tape. A consent and release statement
1136 signed by each participant must accompany such recordings. The Board may utilize Licensed
1137 Marriage and Family Therapists or Licensed Professional Counselors, who have specialized

1138 knowledge common to the license being sought, to review and advise regarding the videotape. At
1139 least one reviewer will have specialized knowledge appropriate to the tape under review.

1140
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(b) The Board does not routinely require a situational examination be passed prior to the oral
examination. The Board may request a situational examination be administered and passed if the
applicant does not successfully complete the oral examination or if the Board has unresolved
questions about the competency and/or skills of the applicant.

(c) The situational examination will consist of a videotaped recording of the applicant engaged in a
counseling interaction with an internship client or volunteer.

(d) Volunteer clients to make the situational tapes may not be persons related either by blood (both
lineal and collateral consanguinity) or marriage (affinity) or from other inappropriate multiple
relationships with the applicant.

(e) When the Board requires a situational examination, a signed and witnessed consent form signed
by the client, even if a volunteer, must accompany the submitted videotape.

(F) Evaluation of the situational examination is based on demonstration of basic counseling skills on
the part of the applicant appropriate to the content, effect, and behavior of the client/volunteer. The
video tape/tapes, Board member reviews and evaluation forms signed by the Board members will be
retained in the applicant’s file.

Section 6.5 UNRESOLVED QUESTIONS

(a) Should the Board have unresolved questions.of competence it may require any one or all of the
following:

(1) Additional academic work;

(2) Additional supervised experience;

(3) Additional training;

(4) Additional references or recommendations;

(5) Clarification of Statement of Intent;

(6) Situational Examination, Oral Examination or both;
(7) Training documentation

(8) Other evidence deemed necessary to satisfy the Board as to the qualifications and/or
fitness and competence of the applicant to practice as a counselor/therapist.

Section 6.6 FEES

(a) Written examination fees are determined by the national testing company.
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(b) An examination fee may be set by the Board for the processing and conducting situational
examinations.

(c) An annual file maintenance fee, determined by the Board, will be charged when application
materials are retained in an active status longer than twelve (12) months from application date.

(d) The schedule of fees will be reviewed annually and will be set at the lowest possible level.to
meet the operational expenses of the Board as appropriated by the legislature. The fees established
by the Board are published on the web (www.state.ar.us/abec) and are in each application-packet and
each license renewal packet.

VII. LICENSE RENEWAL
Section 7.1 EXPIRATION

All licenses expire biennially on June 30 of the renewal year. Licensing dates and payment of fees
will be set to conform to the State’s fiscal year, July 1 through June 30.

Section 7.2 RENEWAL FEES

() The biennial license renewal fee is due and payable by June 30 of the renewal year. Checks
should be made payable to the Arkansas Board of Examiners in Counseling. The Board will
establish and determine appropriate fees and adjust according to operational expenses.

(b) A late fee will be assessed if the envelope containing the renewal fee is postmarked after 12:01
midnight, June 30 of the renewal year.

(c) Failure to pay the biennial-fee within the time stated shall automatically suspend the right of any
licensee to practice while delinquent. {Arkansas Code Annotated 817-27-307 (2) (A}. Such lapsed
license may be renewed within a period of twelve (12) months year by payment of all fees in arrears.

(d) Failure to renew a license within twelve (12) months from the date of expiration will necessitate
applying for the license as a new applicant meeting all requirements in place the date the new
application is‘received in the Board office. The Board may require an appearance before the Board
to explain‘the failure to meet renewal deadlines prior to the application being processed.

Section 7.3 CONTINUING EDUCATION

(@) No license will be renewed without evidence of satisfactory completion of a minimum of twenty-
four (24) clock hours of continued professional education and/or training in the twenty-four (24)
months prior to renewal and evidence of same on file in the Board office. Twenty-two (22) of the
twenty-four (24) clock hours must support the licensee’s statement of intent. The minimum of two
(2) clock hours must be in ethics relevant to the license being renewed.
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(b) The continuing education policies for documentation and reporting for renewal purposes are
adopted, as applicable, from those published by the National Board for Counselor Certification
(NBCC).

(c) LAC’s, LPC’s, LAMFT’s, and LMFT’s are responsible for maintaining all appropriate
documentation of their continuing education hours completed during the previous twenty-four (24)
months should they be required for audit review.

(d) 90% of license renewals are not required to submit documentation for continuing education. 10%
of all renewal notices will be audited and must submit documentation.

(e) If the licensee has not accumulated the required continuing education hours; the licensee may
take the NCE, NCMHCE, or the AAMFT examination and meet the national pass score as a
substitute for continuing education clock hours.

() Individuals holding both the Counseling and the Marriage and Family Therapy Licenses are
required to obtain twenty-four (24) clock hours of CEU credit for‘each license with the minimum of
two (2) of the required hours being in ethics for each license. CEU credit must be applicable to each
license per licensing period. The same hours may not be submitted for both licenses even if renewal
year is the same; for example; if renewing both at the same time, the total of forty-eight (48) hours
and four (4) clock hours of ethics will be required.

(g) American Association of Christian Counselors (AACC) continuing education documentation
CEU'’S related to Counseling or Marriage and Family Therapy is acceptable.

(h) The Arkansas Board of Examiners in Counseling does not screen programs offered by providers
of continuing education. Providers are required to secure Approved Provider Status through NBCC,
AAMFT, AACC, APA, etc., prior to advertising the programs as approved for license renewal
purposes. With official documentation, the continuing education program hours related to
counseling or therapy that are offered by Arkansas universities and Arkansas state departments will
be accepted.

(i) The maximum number of continuing education credit to be approved for reading/reviewing
journal articles.or newsletter articles read shall not exceed six (6) clock hours) in a two year renewal
cycle.

Section 7.4 STATEMENT OF INTENT

(@) A new Statement of Intent (Scope of Practice) must be received with the renewal fee and
continuing education documentation for any license to be renewed. The Statement of Intent must be
typed or word-processed in the format required by the Board.

(b) The approved Statement of Intent (Scope of Practice) will be in force for the valid license date.
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1278 (c) Each page of the Statement of Intent (Scope of Practice) must be signed and dated.

1279

1280 (d) The Statement of Intent (Scope of Practice) may be revised at any time the scope of practice
1281 changes. The revised Statement of Intent (Scope of Practice) must be submitted to the Board for
1282 approval.

1283

1284  Section 7.5 RENEWAL NOTICE

1285

1286 (a) Notices of renewal will be mailed by the Secretary of the Board, on or about, April 1 of the
1287 renewal year. Accompanying these notices will be forms for the licensee to use for the

1288 documentation of continued education, statement of intent, and other related professional activities.
1289 Completion of such documentation by the licensee is mandatory prior to license renewal.

1290

1291 (b) Notices of renewal will be mailed, on or about, March 1, of the renewal year for the 10% of the
1292 renewal randomly selected for continuing education audit.

1293

1294  Section 7.6

1295

1296 Renewals from individuals who are under investigation, sanction, probation, disciplinary

1297 supervision, revocation, or rehabilitation by counseling, psychology, social work, or other related
1298 Boards or credentialing bodies will not be considered for an Arkansas license renewal until

1299 documentation from the issuing body is received that the sanctions are removed or completed.
1300

1301 Applications from individuals who have violations of Arkansas Code Annotated § 17-27-313 and are
1302 pardoned by the Governor are not exempt.from the requirements of Arkansas Code Annotated §17-
1303 27-313.

1304

1305 VIII. DISCIPLINE

1306

1307  Section 8.1 COMPLAINTS

1308

1309 (a) When information/complaint that may affect the licensure of an applicant is presented to the
1310 Board, the informant'is required to present the information to the Board in signed, written form
1311 unless this creates eminent danger to the informant.

1312

1313 (b) The complaint is investigated following the Arkansas Administrative Procedure Act, found at
1314 Arkansas Code Annotated § 25-15-201 et seq.

1315

1316 (e) Following the investigation the Board may by majority vote:

1317

1318 (1) Close the complaint with no further action.

1319

1320 (2) Process a Consent Order and Resolution Agreement with the licensee that specifies
1321 conditions to be met and maintained. If the licensee fails to keep all conditions of the
1322 agreement, an Administrative Hearing will be held for the purpose of disciplinary action.
1323
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1324 (3) Hold an Administrative Hearing for the purpose of disciplinary action.
1325
1326
1327
1328
1329
1330 Section8.2 HEARINGS

1331

1332 (@) Any applicant or licensee who has been aggrieved by an action of the Board'shall be
1333 entitled to judicial review under Ark. Code Ann § 25-15-201 et seq.

1334

1335 (b) Informal hearing procedures may be held when needed for resolution-ef problems instead
1336 of/or in addition to the formal Administrative Hearing.

1337

1338 (c) Adjudicative Hearings to revoke a license or permit or to impose a civil penalty are

1339 adjudicative hearings. An agency acts in a quasi-judicial capacity when it conducts an
1340 adjudicative hearing.

1341
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1689
1690
1691

1692
1693
1694
1695
1696
1697
1698
1699
1700
1701
1702
1703
1704

(i) VOLUNTARY SUSPENSION OF LICENSE
(k) DUTY OF A SANCTIONED PROFESSIONAL
1705
1706
1707
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(L) REINSTATEMENT AFTER SUSPENSION
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1735
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1765 Section 8.4 UNAUTHORIZED COUNSELING

1766

1767 (a) When the Board issmade aware of a violation, or possible violation, of Ark. Code Ann. § 17-27-
1768 101 et seq., a certified or registered letter with return receipt, showing delivery to addressee only,
1769 shall be mailed-to the last known address of the person in question. The letter will direct attention to
1770 pertinent aspects of the law and the rules and regulations of the law.

1771

1772 (b) M this does not induce said person to cease violation and to desist from practicing, holding

1773 himself/herself out to practice, and/or from practicing, holding himself/herself out to practice, and/or
1774 use of title, in violation, the information shall be forwarded to the appropriate law enforcement

1775 authorities.

1776

1777 (c)This violation will be deemed a Class “A” Misdemeanor. The violator, upon conviction, shall not
1778 be punished by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500) nor more than one thousand dollars
1779 (%$1,000) and the violator may be imprisoned for a term not exceeding one (1) year. Each violation
1780 and conviction shall be deemed a separate offense.
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LICENSING UNDER SPECIAL CONDITIONS

Section 9.1 RECIPROCITY

No reciprocity agreement exits between other states or other Arkansas agencies.

Applicants from other states or Arkansas agencies must apply and complete the formal application process

prior to license issue. The following apply to the process:

(@) An applicant who has been licensed as a counselor or mental health professional in other
state/states or by other Arkansas agencies must submit a License Verification Form (LVF) from each
state or agency prior to the oral examination.

(b) Wavier of the NCE, NCMHCE, or the AMFTRB may be granted when the Board has determined
that another examination is equivalent or an endorsement agreement has been reached with the other
boards or agencies responsible for licensing Counselors/Therapists.

(c) Applicants moving from another state, who hold their licenses from that state under
grandfathering, and were not previously tested for/licensure, will be required to satisfactorily
complete the National Clinical Mental Health Counseling Self-Assessment Examination
(NCMHCE) or the National Counseling-Examination (NCE).

(e) Acceptability of supervision, gained prior to application, under other Licensing Boards or in
exempt positions, will be judged according to:

(1) The ethical and professional standards of the Association for Counselor Education and
Supervision or the Commission on Accreditation of Marriage and Family Therapy Education, the
American Association for Pastoral Counselors, Council for Accreditation of Counseling and
Related Educational Programs, National Board for Certifying Counselors, Commission on
Rehabilitation Counselor Certification.

(2) The appropriateness of the supervisory relationship.
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(5) Graduate school practicum or internship hours acquired in the Master’s program-are not
credited to substitute for the required supervised professional work. Post Master’s hours in

practicum/internships not needed for the initial application for the Arkansas license may be
applied as transcript credit to Phase 111 or Phase Il (3 transcript hoursequate 100 CCH).

(6) Hours spent conducting Psycho educational groups (whether inpatient/outpatient or at other
locations) may not be credited as therapy/counseling to reduce the required direct or indirect post
master’s supervised work.

(F) Acceptable Post-Master’s Supervision may include:
(1) A recognized post-master’s internship training program

(2) Supervised CCH approved by another state’s counseling Licensure Board or Marriage and
Family Therapy Board

(3) Supervision approved by NBCC, AAMFT, CRCC or AAPC

(4) Supervised counseling/therapist hours accrued during employment in a private practice,
an agency or institution that meets Board adopted supervision criteria.

Section 9.2 CONSULTING

(a) Non-resident persons who are licensed by Counseling or Marriage and Family Therapy
regulatory boards'in other states or countries may provide consulting or research services within
Arkansas for not more than thirty (30) days (discontinuous or continuous) per calendar year.

(b) Consultant is defined as a licensed LPC/LMFT who has practiced as a professional for a
minimum of three (3) years in another state and contracts with an Arkansas agency or institution for
research, workshops, training, or for providing advice and guidance on professional issues.

(c) Consultant activities and services must be short-term and contractual and must be sponsored and
supervised by a licensed Arkansas LPC or LMFT.

(d) Prospective employees, moving to Arkansas from another state, who are applying for an
Arkansas license are not to be considered consultants and are not exempt from licensure.
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Section 9.3 OTHER PROFESSIONALS AND AGENCIES

(a) Neither the National Counselor Examination nor the Association of Marital and Family Therapy
Regulatory Board Examination will be waived for licensed Psychologists who apply for a license
from the Counseling Board.

(b) Licensed Psychological Examiners (LPE) who apply for a counseling or a marriage and family
therapy license must complete the supervision requirements in Phase | (1000 Client Contact Hours at
the ratio of one (1) hour of supervision for each ten (10) hours of direct client contact). The
maximum of two (2) years of supervised professional experience may be submitted for approval by
the Board if the applicant documents supervised experience consistent with his/her. Statement of
Intent by submitting:

(1) Documentation from the Arkansas Board of Examiners in Psychology (ABEP)

(2) Statement from the ABEP or LPE supervisor verifying the ratio of supervision to CCH
and that the scope of the practice supervised was not related to assessment, appraisal, testing,
or indirect hours as part of their practice

(c) Any person holding a license from the Arkansas Board of Examiners in Psychology (ABEP) will
not be approved for any appraisal, assessment, or.testing under any license issued by this Board. All
appraisal activities will be regulated by the ABEP forany persons licensed by both the Board of
Examiners in Counseling and Board of Examiners in Psychology.

(d)(1) Clergy who are credentialed as member, fellow, or diplomat by the American Association of
Pastoral Counselors (AAPC), Association for Clinical Pastoral Education (ACPE) or other
Board-approved credentialing organizations will be accepted as meeting the Board definition
of equivalent training for Licensed Associate or Professional Counselor/Therapist.

(2) Upon completion of the application process, providing a passing score on one of the
written examinations (National Counseling Examination, Marriage and Family Therapy
Examination, Pastoral Counselor Examination or equivalent), passing the situational and oral
exams, clergy applicants with appropriate documented experience will be granted the
Licensed Counselor/Therapist license with the specialty license as pastoral
counselor/therapist.

(e) -Applicants for the Licensed Professional Counselor license who hold a master’s degree and who
are credentialed as CRC by the Commission on Rehabilitation Counselor Certification (CRCC)
standards adopted by CRCC July 1, 2003 will be accepted as meeting the Board definition of
equivalent/parallel training for licensed Associate or Professional Counselor/Therapist provided
the core curriculum courses are included in the degree or in post-master’s course work. The
National Certifying Examination for Rehabilitation Counselors (NCERC) has not been
determined equivalent to the National Counseling Examination (NCE) and will not be substituted
for the NCE for the LPC license. The NCERC will be accepted for the Rehabilitation Counselor
Specialization License.
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(F) If a candidate is licensed or certified to practice Counseling and/or Marriage and Family Therapy
by a similar Board in another state, the Arkansas Board may at its discretion, waive the written
examination requirements of a candidate if the candidate had an equivalent written examination in
the process of obtaining the license in another state and has been continuously licensed. If the
previous license has expired or lapsed the examination may not be waived. If the applicant had
written the examination, but did not complete the licensure process, the written examination of
record may not be more than five (5) years old to be accepted for Arkansas license application
purposes.

X. Ethics

Section 11.1 PROFESSIONAL ETHICS

(b) The American Association of Marriage and Family Therapist (AAMFT) Ethical Code, 2001, is
adopted for all persons holding a Licensed Associate Marriage and Family Therapist (LAMFT) or the
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist (LMFT) license.

(c) Licensees holding multiple licenses must adhere to the codes of ethics of all professional
certificates/licenses held and to the:more stringent of the codes of ethics where there may be any
appearance of conflict between codes.

(d) The Anti-Fraud and Code of Ethics Policy dated September 10, 2005 is adopted to comply with the
Department of Finance and Administration to meet Auditing Standards #90 as issued by the auditing
Standards Board of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.

XI. COUNSELOR - CLIENT COMMUNICATIONS

All counselor - client communications shall be placed on the same basis as those between an attorney and a
client. The Lawyer — Client privilege is defined and regulated by Rule 502 of the Arkansas Rules of
Evidence.

XIl. RULES - EFFECTIVE DATE
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1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983

"Effective Date September 1, 2006
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	(a) Must be a major in the state of Arkansas;

